LANDSCAPE PAINTING

Both house and garden
are Grade 1 listed.
Georgina, Duchess of
Bedford, and her three
eldest sons laid the
first stone at Endsleigh
in1812.
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Installing modern heating
and plumbing were the
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biggest jobs in converting
the property to a hotel.
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The Bedford family once
owned about a third of

Devon and thought this
spot the prettiest.
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Hand-picked furniture.

Chef Shay Cooper is
building a fine reputation.

Modern British cooking
showcasing local produce.
The character of the Regency
building has been respected.
Bathrooms have original
shutters and cast iron baths.

Hand-painted wallpaper.

Hard to believe the National

Trust chose not to buy it.
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‘served with a raviolo of wild mushroom and poached leeks. A simple soup of

mussels, leek and potato with saffron cream was excellent. The kitchen is brave
enough to put that seventies classic, baked Alaska, on the menu and pull it off
with aplomb rather than irony. The English cheese board is also good, and there

are comfort puds aplenty, such as warm treacle tart or bread and butter pudding.

After dinner, some guests repair to the library with its honesty bar and
collection of books, curios and parlour games, but most retire early. The rooms
generally are not large, they're well appointed with firm beds, a selection of
pillows, and top-quality towels and bed linen.

With good noise insulation and no passing traffic or farm machinery, it's the
light through the windows that wakes you. If you've chosen a room with a view,
this might be a vista of mist lifting over the River Tamar, a renowned stretch for
salmon and sea trout fishing at the bottom of the grassy slope in the front of the
house. Or it could be of the rose pergola and terraced garden that has been
restored by the small team of gardeners.

Weather permitting, the terrace overlooking the Tamar Valley is a good place
to take breakfast, where you might also be entertained by pied wagtails on the
lawn or by the resident pot-bellied pig, Georgina (named after the original
Duchess of Bedford), who appears to think she's a puppy.

Unless you're a keen angler, there aren't many ‘activities’ at Hotel Endsleigh,
but that's part of the charm. The grounds now consist of 108 acres of woodland
and garden, and a stroll around them takes only a couple of hours. Humphrey

Repton, a leading gardener of his day who was also responsible for the grou_ndé.‘ A RS

of Woburn Abbey, created the picturesque landscaped gardens. They are
naturalistic, seemingly influenced by oriental gardens, with rocky autcrops small

pools and tiny streams, but as you follow the narrow paths down the valley, they

lead to thatched cottages and a very English millpond.

Afternoon tea is provided free of charge for guests and includes an impresswe
spread of finger sandwiches, excellent scones with Devon clotted cream gnda__
small selection of sublime cakes. Like the whole experience of staying at Hotel
Endsleigh, the afternoon tea is unpretentious anq_avprds unnecessary trlmrn‘ings
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£210—£360 per room per
cend bookings must be for at least

i in all bedrooms

t not in the bedrooms or




